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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Michael E. Hudzinski, Reg. No., 34,185 on 8/26/2004. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
In specification 

Page 2, line 3, insert before "and" — now Patent No. 5,996,025 — ; 
Page 2, line 4, insert before "each" -- now Patent No. 5,996,015 —; 

In claims 
Claim 1 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a centralized user 
interface at an administrator terminal in a network for managing operations including 
encoding operations performed on media data by selected ones of a plurality of 
media servers, the process comprising the steps of: 

displaying a graphical user interface at the administrator terminal, said interface 
including a plurality of interface components enabling a user to select between a 
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manual encoding mode for manually starting and stopping manual encoding processes 
to be performed by selected ones of the media servers, and a scheduled encoding 
mode for defining schedules for scheduled encoding processes to be perfonned by 
selected ones of the media servers; 

receiving information input by the user indicating a selection of one of the media 
servers, a selected mode of operation, ar\4 an encoding operation, and a notification 
circumstance ; 

generating commands and associated parameters based on the input 
information for instructing the selected media server to execute the specified 
encoding operation in accordance with the selected mode of operation; af\4 

transmitting said commands and said associated parameters to said 
selected media serve r: and 

selectively generating a notification of said specified encoding operation 
based on said notification circumstance . 

Claim 19 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a centralized user 
interface at an administrator terminal in a network for remotely controlling encoding 
operations performed on media data by selected ones of a plurality of media servers, 
the process comprising the steps of: 

generating initiation commands and associated initiation parameters for 
instructing a selected media server to initiate a manual encoding operation; 

transmitting said initiation commands and said associated initiation 
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parameters to said selected media server via tfie network; 

receiving encoded media data from said selected media server via the 
network; 

displaying said encoded media data at the administrator terminal, and also 
displaying interface components enabling the user to select from manual control 
options including a start option for starting and resuming the manual encoding 
process, and a stop option for stopping the manual encoding process; 

receiving information input by the user indicating a selection of one of the 
manual control options; 

if said start option is selected, generating a start command for instructing 
said selected media server to start the manual encoding process, and 
transmitting said start command to said selected media server; ancl 

if said stop option is selected, generating a stop command for instructing 
said selected media server to stop the manual encoding process, and 
transmitting said stop command to said selected media serve r: and 

selectively generating a notification of an operation of said manual 
encoding process . 

Claim 22 

22. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage device having 
stored therein encoding instructions for executing a process of providing a centralized 
user interface at an administrator terminal in a network for managing operations 
including encoding operations performed on media data by selected ones of a plurality 
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of media servers, the process comprising the steps of: 

displaying a graphical user interface at the administrator terminal, said interface 
including a plurality of interface components enabling a user to select between a 
manual encoding mode for manually starting and stopping manual encoding processes 
to be performed by selected ones of the media servers, and a scheduled encoding mode for 
defining schedules for scheduled encoding processes to be performed by selected ones 
of the media servers; 

receiving information input by the user indicating a selection of one of the media servers, 
a selected mode of operation, an4 an encoding operation, and a notification 
circumstance : 

generating commands and associated parameters based on the input 
information for instructing the selected media server to execute the specified 
encoding operation in accordance with the selected mode of operation; and 

transmitting said commands and said associated parameters to said 
selected media serve r; and 

selectivelv generating a notification of said specified encoding operation based 
on said notification circumstance . 

Claim 35 

35. (Currently Amended) A server operative to provide an applet to a 
client via a network, the applet including encoding instructions for executing a process 
of providing a centralized user interface at the client in a network for managing 
operations including encoding operations performed on media data by selected 
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ones of a plurality of media servers, the process comprising the steps of: 

displaying a graphical user interface at the client, said interface including a 
plurality of interface components enabling a user to select between a manual encoding 
mode for manually starting and stopping manual encoding processes to be performed 
by selected ones of the media servers, and a scheduled encoding mode for defining 
schedules for scheduled encoding processes to be performed by selected ones of the 
media servers; 

receiving information input by the user indicating a selection of one of the media 
servers, a selected mode of operation, and an encoding operation, and a notification 
circumstance ; 

generating commands and associated parameters based on the input 
information for instructing the selected media server to execute the specified 
encoding operation in accordance with the selected mode of operation; and 

transmitting said commands and said associated parameters to said 
selected media serve r: and 

selectivelv generating a notification of said specified encoding operation 
based on said notification circumstance. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The claimed invention provides the novel use of centralized graphical user 
interface at an administrator terminal for managing media assets in a network by 
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specifying and scheduling operations to be performed by a plurality of media 
servers in a computer network, and selectively generating a notification to notify 
the administrator terminal in the event of success or failure of the operations. The 
centralized graphical user interface at the administrator terminal and the 
notification process as described above, results in minimizing the system 
slowdown, improving bandwidth, and performing efficient functions which was not 
taught or suggested by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is 
(703)305-9669. The examiner can nomially be reached on 9:30-6:00 (Monday- 
Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703)305-8498. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
JWC 

August 26, 2004 
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